
 

USAID is leading USG humanitarian  

assistance efforts in Afghanistan by:  

 

 Supporting targeted responses to 

meet humanitarian and food assistance 

needs of conflict and disaster affected 

populations; 

 

 Building resilience by supporting 

community-based mechanisms that  

incorporate disaster risk reduction 

and emergency preparedness; and  

 

 Supporting coherent and coordinated 

national disaster preparedness and 

humanitarian response systems.  

 

Humanitarian Assistance  

Protracted conflict, high levels of insecurity, inhospitable terrain, severe climate and weak 

infrastructure have plagued Afghanistan for the past 30 years. Afghanistan’s humanitarian 

landscape is further complicated by several other factors: a majority of the population lives 

in hard-to-reach rural areas, over one million Afghans are internally displaced by conflict, 

over 250,000 people are exposed to natural disasters each year, and 8.7 million people are 

food insecure of which 3.4 million people are severely food insecure.   

OUR WORK 

In response to this complex and ongoing emergency situation, USAID’s Offices of Foreign Disaster Assistance  and Food 

For Peace are: 1) supporting targeted responses to meet humanitarian and food assistance needs of conflict and            

disaster-affected populations; 2) building resilience by supporting community-based mechanisms that incorporate disaster 

risk reduction and emergency preparedness; and 3) supporting coherent and coordinated national disaster preparedness 

and humanitarian response systems. These programs provide food assistance and emergency relief items – such as clothing, 

kitchen utensils, hygiene kits, and blankets – to conflict-affected and disaster-affected people. Assistance is particularly   

focused on internally displaced persons and other vulnerable groups, including malnourished children and pregnant and 

lactating women. USAID also aims to improve humanitarian response efforts by supporting rapid response capacity for 

acute needs following natural disasters and conflict; improving humanitarian indicators; and enhancing humanitarian       

coordination, data collection, and analysis. 

NATURAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

USAID works closely with Afghanistan’s State Ministry of Disaster Management and Humanitarian Affairs (SMDMHA) and 

other relief actors to monitor, assess, and respond to natural disasters in Afghanistan, including stockpiling non-food  

emergency relief supplies for immediate distribution. Work is also being done at the community level to conduct hazard 

mapping, contingency planning, capacity-building for first responders, small-scale flood control, and land and resource        

management to improve a community’s ability to cope with disaster. In the first half of 2016, USAID assisted approximately 
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224,011 conflict and disaster-affected Afghans by providing shelter kits, blankets, and other emergency relief commodities. 

In addition, support is given to NGOs to provide shelter and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) assistance, including 

improved sanitation facilities, access to clean drinking water, and hygiene awareness training, to families affected by natural 

disasters.  

FOOD SECURITY AND EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE 

USAID is helping fight hunger and strengthen food security by providing emergency food assistance to Afghanistan’s most 

vulnerable populations, including pregnant women, malnourished children under five years old, orphans, the indigent, and 

the elderly. In FY 2016, USAID/FFP provided $44 million representing cash and in-kind food and nutrition assistance to the 

World Food Programme’s emergency food and nutrition assistance efforts, which will reach nearly 3.9 million people.  

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

In FY 2016, USAID/Afghanistan’s Mission provided $8 million to treat severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to the U.N.      

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and treated approximately 120,000 children with SAM. Partnerships with the Afghanistan      

Ministry of Public Health and NGOs are also expanding access to SAM treatment. In addition, USAID supports the World 

Health Organization to provide critical health care services, including establishing temporary health facilities, providing 

medicine and medical supplies, and supporting provinces at high risk of health emergencies to develop and implement mass 

casualty management plans. Support is also provided to UNICEF to increase access to WASH services in all 34 Afghan 

provinces, specifically targeting children, as poor hygiene, lack of sanitation, and inadequate access to safe drinking water 

directly contribute to infant mortality and morbidity, as well as under-nutrition. 

HUMANITARIAN COORDINATION AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT  

USAID-funded activities benefit SMDMHA and other Afghan government ministries, as well as more than 200 humanitarian 

organizations, and have helped standardize information collection and dissemination to improve the humanitarian response 

throughout the country.  

 

CONTACTS 

Mission  

USAID/Afghanistan 

Development Outreach and Communications 

U.S. Embassy 

Great Massoud Road 

Kabul, Afghanistan 

Phone: +1.202.216.6288 

Email: KBLAIDDOCInformation@usaid.gov 

 

Washington Headquarters 

Michael Sprague 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC, USA 20523 

Phone: (202)-712-1340 

Email: msprague@usaid.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working with students to strengthen community level 

emergency preparedness and response systems  

Photo credit: International Medical Corps 

Delivering emergency relief and food assistance to dis-

placed families affected by natural disasters in Northern 

Afghanistan. Photo credit: FOCUS Humanitarian 
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